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_ One thing he really loved was
technology _= {

It was partially my fault

LittleBigPlanet

The joy of agency

Exploration and
improvised rule sets
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122 million global sales
55 million active players




To my son and to many
children

They are places of

magic and discovery

children are
“supposed” to have

Autism and Minecraft

There are no proscribed missions or objectives -
you play how you want. It works with the
interests of the autistic player.

It is a recognisable world, but simplified and
unambiguous.

It has logical mechanics and systems and these
never change.

The ambient atmosphere and quiet piano-led
soundtrack are calm and reflective.

It is social, but does not depend on
understanding social cues like eye-contact,
body language and personal boundaries.

'POPIGOES SCHOOL SODA = EXCLUSIVE: NINTENDO'S NEW GAME. |
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Minecraft provided my son with a

liberating distraction
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Minecraft provided my son with a

liberating distraction

How 'Pokemon Go' is helping kids with
autism and Asperger's
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Pokemon Go helps autistic boy
Adam leave house

1 August 2016 Last updated at 06:07 BST

% Keith Stuart &

@keefstuart
| have a question for people on the autism
spectrum who play video games: are there
specific games that make you feel
good/comfortable? If so which ones and
why? This is for a talk on autism and games
and it would be great to get other people's
experiences!
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Fantasy role -playing games (RPGs)

Witcher 3

Dark Souls

Slanted & Enchanted @FirstClassHack - May 15 v
Replying to @keefstuart

My brother has asperger’s and he’s always playing dialogue heavy RPGs, in part
to experiment with the combat systems, but mainly for the NPC interactions. He
gives @obsidian and @bioware a lot of credit for helping him improve his social
skills.

Errol Kerr @criptacular - May 14 v
Replying to @keefstuart

Games involving conversation choices. Fallout, Mass Effect, Dragon Age, Elder
Scrolls series. Deus Ex is a close follow-up.

It allows for a rather relaxed conversational situation in comparison to, well,
real-life conversation. It's a way to enjoy talking to people.
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Xander + @XanSaysStuff - May 14 v

ol

\0 Replying to @keefstuart
| quite like The Sims series as there's something quite comforting about giving
your characters the perfect life? It's all micromanaging in ensuring they eat,
sleep, achieve their dream job etc, but it's pretty rewarding at the end of it.
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The appeal of role- playlng adventures

Social
simulation

Jonathan Lloyd @JonWLloyd - May 14

Replying to @keefstuart @hecommonpeople

Journey is wonderful for me. The only communication method being chirping,
but still being able to use that to work with someone else to finish it is nice. |
can't do multiplayer games generally, | find voice chat overwhelming, but
Journey is one of my favourite games.
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#%  Michzel Brunton-Spall @bruntonspall - May 14
i Replying to @keefstuart

My son loves portal, because of the lack of social interaction needed. You need
teamwork but it's not complex.

Video games challenge
social orthodoxies

EmmaJemX #EGX @EmmaJemX - May 14

Now, it is fortnite. Mainly games where | play with friends.

Playing with friends takes away the frustration of losing, as | am more focused
on having fun and joking with my friends.

Fortnite can be fun and getting kills and level ups is very rewarding for me.
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A new generation of_

independent games IS
subverting an
softening esta

d radically
blished genres

e

* (Playfully erinkling through
the leaves fills you with
determination.)

Stardew Valley Undertale

The tech and games industries are actively recruiting (and
The 2017 game CeleSte creating support mechanisms for) people with ASD

uses the conventions of the
platform genre to explore
anxiety and panic attacks

Microsoft Wants Autistic Coders. Can It Find Them
And Keep Them?

| L&
Microsoft has special recruitment The nonPareil institute in Dallas, Texas,
for autistic applicants. There is no teaches software and games development
formal interview - they spend a to young adults with ASD and functions as
week working on coding projects a professional games studio

The games industry is waking up to the need for
greater diversity of thought, design and action
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