
 
DATES FOR YOUR 

DIARY 

 
BBQ for Parents & 

Pupils on Friday 19th 

July 2019 1:30- 3pm 

 

 

 
GCSE Results day on 

Thursday 22nd August 

2019 

 

 

 
School open for 

students on 

Wednesday 4th 

September 2019 – 

Hooray! 

 

 
 

SUMMER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

What a fantastic year the pupils and staff of Thames Valley 

School have had, I have also greatly enjoyed my first term 

as Interim Head Teacher.  

As you will have seen over the course of the year, our pupils 

have achieved great success both academically and 

personally. 

One of the key successes is our partnership with families. 

Your continued support at events and working in partnership 

with the school enables us to secure happy and successful 

futures for your brilliant children.  

Please take time to read about a small selection of the 

activities over the last term and I would encourage all pupils 

to grab every opportunity that the school provides for them 

when returning in September 2019. 

For those students in Year 11 who are sadly leaving us, we 

wish you well with you GCSE results and look forward to 

following your journeys as you move to new education, 

employment or training. 

As Ms Galloway said in the Spring newsletter, please do 

phone or arrange to meet with us if you have any concerns, 

comments or compliments.  We are committed to improve 

every day as a school, so please do get in touch if you are not 

happy with anything and give us an opportunity to put things 

right.   

 

 

 James Power, Interim Head Teacher 
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You may remember the 

collaborative project 

by Key Stage 2 and 3 

students, shown in our 

Spring 2019 

newsletter that was 

installed in the Oracle. 

Parents please help 

We need every parent 

to help us by going 

onto the Ofsted 

website and recording 

your views of the 

school.  This is so 

valuable to the school. 

The link to the 

questionnaire is: 

www.parentview.ofsted

.gov.uk.  

 

 

 

Art success for our students! 

 
 

Aspiring artists at Thames Valley School have been 

recognised by the Royal Academy of Arts' Young Artists' 

Summer Show! Congratulations to Ffion, Daniel, Joel and all 

the other students involved.  Ffion, who is in year 11, created 

a piece called Self Portrait which has been selected to be a 

part of the online exhibition. Ffion up for the People's 

Choice Award and you can vote for her at: 
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibitions/2019/3230 

Ffion's work represents her struggles with mental health 

and how this affects her self-image. Ffion finds expressing 

herself through art provides her with some relief. 

 

Well done to Joel and Daniel too, who were both shortlisted 

for the summer show. We're also really proud of all the 

students involved in collaborative installation (see left 

panel), which was also shortlisted. This is a huge 

achievement, especially given that there were 6,200 

submissions. 

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibitions/2019/3230
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Changing Bodies 

Recently, some of our 

year 7 and 8 students 

have taken part in a 

session with the school 

nurse, in regards to 

how their body develops 

during puberty.  This is 

to help them 

understand the changes 

they may face as they 

grow up. Most students 

took part in this 

activity and it is hoped 

that we can bring this 

in as a regular session 

in the future. 

 

We were lucky to have 

2 speakers from “Show 

Racism The Red Card” 

support our students 

with understanding 

different terminology 

and the impact language 

and stereotypes can 

have on others. All 

children took part and 

enjoyed the activities 

as well as being able to 

talk to an ex-

professional footballer 

about their career. 

 

 

 End of term activity. 
 

Darwin form went to the 

Mad hatter’s pottery café 

to take part in a pottery 

painting session. Students 

selected either a mug, 

bowl or plate and were 

able to create unique 

creations that they can take home and use as reminders of 

their trip out. As we move into year 8 it is hoped that more 

off-site trips can be organised. 

 

Year 11 Leavers Family Tea Party. 
 

 
 

Students and their families had a chance to reminisce about 

their time at Thames Valley School, they showed their 

family members around the school, viewed some of their 

work and talked to the staff who have supported them 

during their time here.  We wish our amazing Year 11’s every 

success, health and happiness for the future. 
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Super Year 6! 

This year, our seven year 

six students all worked 

incredibly hard to 

complete six assessments 

over four days for their 

SATs. We are very proud 

of the fantastic results 

they achieved but also 

how positively and 

enthusiastically they have 

worked this year to be 

fully prepared for taking 

these tests and to get 

ready for their time in 

secondary. Well done year 

six!  

Calendar dates 19/20 

Please take time to enjoy 

yourselves over the 

summer with family and 

friends. 

Event Date 

Inset day 3/9/19 

Pupils return to 

school 

4/9/19 

Genes for 

Jeans Day 

20/9/19 

Black History 

Month 

October 

School 

Photographs 

7/10/19 

Parents Evening 

4:30-7:30pm 

24/10/19 

Inset day 25/10/19 

Half term 28/10/19 to 

1/11/19 

Pupils return to 

school 

4/11/19 

Anti-Bullying 

Week 

11/11/19 to 

15/11/19 

Pantomime trip 

to the Hexagon 

11/12/19 

Christmas 

Jumper day 

13/12/19 

Christmas Fair 6/12/19 TBC 

End of term 20/12/19 

1pm 

Inset day 6/1/2020 

Pupils return to 

School 

7/1/2020 

  

Activities week. 
 

 
 

Students enjoyed a range of alternative and enrichment 

activities as we welcomed visitors to school and also went on 

a number of school trips.  The activities included 

 Quirks Animal Roadshow 

 Outdoor Academy 

 Marwell Zoo 

 Cinema Trip to see Aladdin. 

 Red Kangaroo 

 

Sports Day 
Thames Valley's second sports day was a big success and all 

students enjoyed watching and taking part. This was the 

first time we had invited parents and this made sports day 

even more exciting. Miss Daniels and the staff would like to 

say a big thank you to all parents who came to support the 

students and our brilliant Sports Leaders Sophie, Furqan and 

Alfie for helping to organise sports day and run events on 

the day. Without the help of the Sports Leaders, Sports 

Day would not have been the success that it was. Everyone 

that took part gave every effort, had fun with everyone who 

took part, and received a participation medal. Well done to 

students who managed to get their parents to join them on 

the 400m race. We enjoyed Hannah's tactic of making Dad 

run the last lap while she cheered him on. There were also 

some outstanding performances in the very close sprint race. 

Big congratulations to Sophie for winning the 800m race with 

a clear victory and for the perseverance of Naomi and 

Joanna who managed to finish when they were finding it 

tough.  This sums up the amazing efforts of everyone on 

sports day! 
 


